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Opening it

SJS annual all school picture surrounding the altar at Christmas.

Welcome to the first edition of the St. Joseph School Alum E -Newsletter ! Many graduates and supporters of SJS have
been asking for information on the school’s current events and wondering what some of your classmates have been up to
over the years. This will be a quarterly newsletter to keep you up-to-date on all St. Joseph Catholic School is currently
involved in as well as an open line of communication between alumni. Please feel free to forward this to anyone who may be

interested in receiving a copy, and please email developmentstjoes@hotmail.com if you were forwarded this newsletter so
we may place you on our list. Enjoy!

Congratulations to the class of 2009!

On Wednesday May 20, at 6 PM the class of 2009 made it's way down the aisle of St. Joseph Church to celebrate Mass one
last time together as a class, then receive their diplomas during the graduation ceremony. To our graduates: May you look
back on your years with your SJS family with fondness and love, and know that we will always be here to help celebrate with
you and support you when needed. Good luck in high school and the next phase of your lives!




Open House for Sister Mary Agnes Kallus

Our 4™ grade teacher, dear Sister Mary Agnes, has been reassigned for the
upcoming school year and will not be returning to St. Joe’s in the fall. We will
miss her very much at St. Joseph School and Parish. To honor her dedication to
our students and staff, we are holding an Open House on Tuesday June 2 "*
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm at St. Joseph Park.

Everyone is invited!  If you know someone whose life has been touched by
Sister, please let them know about the Open House.

A Pot Luck Dinner is planned and the school will provide the main entrée. We
ask all those attending to bring a dish to pass (to feed approximately 6 — 8
people) as follows: Last Names beginning with:

$

A-F Salad / Jell-O

G-L Pasta / Casserole

M-R Vegetable / Potato |
S-2z Dessert Easter Vigil

In order to get an approximate head count for  the meat, we ask that you Students and alumni from St. Joseph
please RSVP to the school office at 815-722-1005. School participate in the Easter Vigil
procession on Holy Saturday.
Thank you for helping us celebrate the blessing Sister Mary Agnes has been to
our St. Joseph Family.

Grandpare nts in Education

On Grandparents Day this year, St. Joseph teachers Mrs. Cherie Gimbel and Mrs. Betsy Dudek * 56, take time to pose with
their grandchildren Will Gimbel ‘18 and Cecylia Dudek ‘16 who attend St. Joseph School.

“I was proud to hear Will was coming to St. Joe's,” stated Mrs. Gimbel. “I stayed out of it when they were deciding whether
or not to come because | wanted the decision to come from themselves, not from pressure from me. The thing | love best
about having Will at school is getting to see him every day. He tells me about his day, his friends, etc. and then we get

to drive home together. | love dropping him off and then getting to see my other grandson, Jake.” Mrs. Gimbel’s

children, Brian, Jennie, and Meg, also attended St. Joseph’s.

Mrs. Dudek has had CecP/Iia in her Preschool class for two years and has enjoyed having her in computer class in
Kindergarten and now 1° grade. “I love seeing her everyday and know that | am making a difference in her education,”
stated Mrs. Dudek. Cecylia is the 5" generation in her family to attend St. Joseph. Mrs. Dudek’s sons are Raymond ‘81 and
Michael ‘84.




SJS Welcomes New Students

As part of Joliet’s St. Joseph Catholic School 2" Annual “Welcome to
Our Family” Kick Off, On Aug. 19™, twenty new families found
“Welcome to Our Family, Have A Great First Day” signs in their yards.
At other homes, twenty-seven Kindergartners woke up to find “Have a
Great First Day in Kindergarten!” Families such as the Gavlin’s took
pictures of their daughter Autumn Rose with her sign and sent them in
for the school’s bulletin boards and yearbook.

“Families were very excited last year when we started this program”,
stated Ginger Dudek, the school’s Director of Development, “and this
year, we had families on the look out for the 15 volunteers who helped
with the distribution.”

The new families were invited to a potluck dinner with the school’s staff
and their “Buddy Families”, who would be there to answer any
guestions during the school year.

SJS celebrated May crowning at our school Mass

Friday May 8th. Clarissa Landeros, president of

Student Council, crowned the statue of Our

X Blessed Mother. Clarissa's attendant was Brenda

H i % Hernandez.
ave a Great

First Day in

Kinder garten! ad Vershay, attended by Christopher Oddo, crowned

€ the Blessed Virgin Mary. The St. Joseph School
1st communicants served as honor guards for the
8th Graders.

The Parish May Crowning was held May 10th at
the 10:00 Children’s Mass. Eighth Graders Anton

Children “Celebrate Service”!

The theme for Catholic School’s 2008-2009 school year is “Celebrate Service”, and to start the school year off our students
pledge to do 2,600 community service hours. Now that the year is near the end — the students more than surpassed their
pledge. Activities from cleaning yards, helping at local soup kitchens, school projects and help with babysitting, kept these
children busy.

The school’s first project was partnering with the Spanish Center of Joliet’s Food Pantry, which is located less than ¥2 mile
from the school. The students were challenged to collect 40 bags of food that the Spanish Center would normally distribute
in one week. For two weeks the bags in every classroom were filling up. The last day of collecting items, students were
surprised to see what they had done as a group — 43 bags of groceries! At Mass on Friday Oct. 3, 2009, Fr. Roger Kutzner
blessed the 43 bags that the children placed at the altar before the bags were sent to the food pantry.

St. Joseph School Mission Statement

The mission of St. Joseph School, A School with a Soul in the Heart of Joliet, is to provide our students the opportunity for a
quality Catholic education, including experiences in Christian living, through a curriculum which addresses all aspects of the
child’s growth and development.



Blue and Night Success!

On the evening of March 7th, St. Joseph School Athletic Association hosted a Blue and Gold Night to honor the inaugural
class of the St. Joseph School Athletic Hall of Fame. The purpose of this evening was to bring visibility to the athletic
program, to reunite alumni and past supporters with the St. Joe’s of today, and finally to recognize and honor those who
have contributed to the rich tradition that is the St. Joseph School Athletic program.

In addition to honoring the inductees, two speakers talked on the evening’'s theme of tradition. After dinner, attendees
heard Dan Sharp, Athletic Director and Head Football Coach at Joliet Catholic Academy. The featured speaker of the
evening was Lester Munson, a writer and producer at ESPN who specializes in legal affairs and investigations

The Hall of Fame honorees were:

Monsignor Matthias Butala  Bernard Mutz '41 Jack Azma n ‘47 Denise Martincich Davis '74
Rev. Francis Dopak Bernice Metesh '43  Matthias Lau rich ‘52 Mallori Walker '93
Rev. George Kuzma Alfred Papesh '45 Robert Pasdert z'64 Mark Sopko '96

Please go to the schools’ website for the Hall of Fame honoree’s individual bios at www.stjosephschooljoliet.com.

Annual SJS Athletic Banquet Knocks It Out of the Pa rk!

The m|ghty SJS Nailer Athletes were honored at a banquet
on April 24" Athletes were recognized for their participation
and excellence in flag football, volleyball, cheerleading,
basketball and co-ed volleyball. Fr. Roger Kutzner opened
the evening with a prayer and keynote speaker was

Bernice (Bea) Metesh ‘43.

Bea was a great women'’s baseball player and was an outfielder
and pitcher for the South Bend Blue Sox and the Rockford Peaches
in the All American Girls Professional Baseball League in 1948.
She is in the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY

as a member of the AAGPBL.

Bea spoke to the young Nailer athletes about commitment, teamwork,
and staying dedicated to their school and church. After speaking Bea
posed with students with her Hall of Fame certificate. After a delicious
meal our athletes were feted with awards from their coaches.

Bea Metesh posing with 5™ athletes Lauren Ferencik,
Talia Franchini and Christina Wartenberg.




St. Joseph Students Compete

in Academic Bowl

St. Joseph School scholastic team competed in Providence Catholic High School’s Eighth Annual Junior High Academic Bowl
on Saturday, October 4. The competition attracted more than 300 above average seventh and eighth graders from area public
and private junior high schools. Students competed in one of several subject areas that included Language Arts, Social
Studies, Science, Mathematics and Geography. Students earned personal scores in each subject area, which were tabulated
and compared to students from other competing elementary schools at their same grade level, both as a team and individuals.
Competing on St. Joseph School’s team were eighth graders Amy Diaz, Brenda Hernandez Amy Koncar, Mariela Sanchez,
Chris Stewart and Anton Vershay. Anton Vershay placed second among all other 8" grade students competing in Social

Studies.

SJS Mathletes Rock!

The SJS Math Team recently participated in the Providence High School Math
Competition. Our team of fifteen students competed in non-algebra, algebra, and
calculator competitions. The team of Amy Dlaz Amy Koncar, Anton Vershay,
Lizbeth Orozco, and Anthony Palacios won a 3" Place trophy in the algebra
division. Congratulations to all of our Mathletes! We are proud of you!

SJS Math Team members: Bottom row: Luis Loza, Mitchell Batis, Amber

Maldonado, Cassandra Sanchez, Lizbeth Orozco. Back row: Amy Koncar, Jarrale
Daniels, Amy Diaz, Juan Diaz, Anton Vershay, Rafael Garcia, Brooke Lake, Teresa
Halsne, Mrs. Annette Koncar, Team Coach. Members not pictured: Liliana Arias,
Anthony Palacios.

All the Way to State!

We are proud of the students who went downstate to compete in the lllinois State
Science Fair recently.

Chris Oddo & Anton Vershay's project “Does an Object’s Mass Effect its
Trajectory? Earned a Gold Medal in the Physics category.

Amy Koncar received a Gold Medal for he project “Stop the Noise!” in the Physics
category.

Amy Diaz & Mariela Sanchez received a Silver Medal for their “Hide and Go Seek”
project in the Behavioral Science category.

Congratulations to all of our students who participated in State Science Fair.

Graduate Returns to
Volunteer

Mrs. Maryann Ragusa was know
as the class clown and to be very
athletic when she graduated
from St. Joseph Catholic School
in 1952. Her fondest memories
of the school are the religious
traditions, the children were kind,
and there was always something
to do to keep you out of trouble.

Mrs. Ragusa is now known as
the sweet natured and always
giving tutor at St. Joes. Mrs.
Ragusa retired from IDOC as the
Assistant to the Records Office
Supervisor in 1991. When her
husband passed away in 2004,
Mrs. Ragusa offered her time
and talent to the school. This
school year will mark her 5" year
of volunteering as a math tutor
and believes that she has
received more from the children
she is helping than she has
given them. When asked what
she loves best about
volunteering at the school, Mrs.
Ragusa stated, “I love it when it
finally clicks in their heads and
you know they got it, and | was
there to help! That's the best
feeling anyone can have is
knowing they have made a
difference in a child’s life.”




School is right on St. Joseph School Marches ‘Fourth’!

|
TARGET! 7th & 8th Grade students from SJS traveled to the lllinois State Capitol

llinois Symphony by Target building in Springfield on March 4 to participate in the Catholics at the Capitol
In May, the Seventh and eighth

event.
grade students were treated to a
performance by the lllinois It was a day for the Catholic Community, Bishops of lllinois, clergy, laity, and
Symphony at the Rialto Square thousands of Catholic School students to promote gospel values with our
theater. This show was made elected State officials. The Catholic school rallied in the State Capitol
possible by a fiend trip grant given to Rotunda before going to meet their State Representatives.

the school by TARGET.
St. Joseph School Eighth Grade Teacher, Mrs. Cheryl Gimbel, planned the

trip to our State Capitol, which included a trip to the Fire Museum located on
the lllinois State Fair Grounds.

Science Grant
Enhances
Classrooms

St. Joseph School teachers Ms.
Soliman (K) and Mrs. Orive (3"
received Science Grants from the
American Chemical Society (ACS)
this past spring to enhance their
classes current science programs.

The money will be used to purchase
‘hands on’ projects that include
weather, health and nutrition, and
different environmental habitats.

St. Joseph School's
Nailer Family Fund:
Tuition Assistance for Working Families

Thanks to an initial donation from the estate of Dorothy Shukley, St. Joseph School is pleased to offer tuition assistance
grants beginning in the 2008-09 school year. The Nailer Family Fund is intended to supplement tuition assistance that is
available from the Diocese of Joliet's Education Foundation.

The money raised in the Nailer Family Fund stays at SJS and helps families the same year it is donated

St. Joseph School's mission is to help working families provide the quality Catholic education they desire for their children.
Nailer Family Fund grants will be awarded to qualifying families who compete the application steps.

With the current recession and the loss of jobs due to cutbacks and the fire at a local casino, several SJS families are
reaching a serious financial crisis. Unfortunately, for the children and the families, this may mean that the families will no
longer send their child to SJS. We understand that everyone has been affected by this economic crisis; we ask that you
consider a donation to the Nailer family Fund . No amount would be too small.

All donations are 100% tax deductible

If you would like to donate to the Nailer Family Fund, please contact our office at 815-722-1005. Thank you for your
continuing support.




St. Joseph Catholic School opens its doors for the 114" Year!

“A School with a Soul in the Heart of Joliet”
Open Registration for the 2009-2010 School Year

When visitors come to St. Joseph Catholic School, t hey first see the diversity.
After they stay a little while, they see a cohesive spiritual community.
We have an amazing blend of families — ethnically, racially, and socio-economically.

But it's the deep unity with one another that sets this school apart.
Given our motto “A School With A Soul”, we strive to unite head and heart, mind and morals.

St. Joseph School supplies character education for Pre-Kindergarten through 8th Grade
within a living Christian community.

*Pre-Kindergarten program 5 days per week *Parents as partners in education

*Full-day Kindergarten *Low student to teacher ratio

*Early Literacy Program *Computer curriculum for Pre-Kindergarten - 8th Grade
*Prayer integrated throughout the school day *Weekly school Masses with student-planned liturgies
*Three hours of Religious Education weekly *Sacrament preparation and study of the Scriptures
*Personal faith development *Character education and formation in Christian virtue
*Choir and Band *Academic competitions *Christ-centered Christmas programs
*Student Council *Educational field trips *Joliet history curriculum

*Pro-Life Club *Yearbook Club *Guest speakers and performers

*Chess Club *Spanish Language Class *University of St. Francis Partnership
*Student Newspaper *Community service projects *Big Brothers/Big Sisters Partnership
*Caring faculty and staff *Before & After School Program 7am - 5:30pm

*Uniform dress code *High-level of parental and alumni involvement

*Traditional school calendar *Lived experience of Christian community

Our well-rounded physical education program helps students to develop good sportsmanship, to value
perseverance and hard work, and to promote health of mind and body. Sports teams are available to
all 5th-8th Grade girls and boys.

o

For more information on how to send your child, grandchild niece or nephew to St. Joseph School, Please call
our office at 815-722-1005 or visit our website www.stjosephschooljoliet.com.



Limited Openings Left fo r Kindergarten!!!

That's right, we have limited openings left for St. Joseph School’s Kindergarten class for the 2009-10 school year.

We offer:

*Early Literacy Program utilizing ‘Super Kids’ (rowlandreading.org)

*Computer Class three times a week, Physical Education twice a week, and library time twice a week.
*Before/After School Program 7am- 5:30pm

If you would like to enroll your child or know someone who wants to register their children, please do not hesitate and call
the office at 815-722-1005, or stop in at our office at 409 N Scott Street Monday —Thursday 8 am- 1pm, and request
registration information today!

These spots are available on a first come first serve basis.

SJS Sponsored Picnics for the Summer

Sunday June 21, 2 pm — 9pm, st. Joseph School will be having its Annual Nailer Fund Picnic. There will
be children’s games, bingo, bakery, food, cash bar and of course music. The proceeds from this picnic will be added to
the school’s Nailer Family Fund for Tuition Assistance. For more information, please call 815-722-1005.

2pm-7pm Bingo 2pm-5pm Polka Music (Band to be announced)
2pm-8am Children’s Games 6pm-9pm Stalker (‘80’s & ‘90’s Cover Band)
2pm-9pm Food and Bar open

Saturday June 27, 12pm - 10pm & Sunday June 28, 12 - 10pm, st. Joseph Catholic
Church will hold its Annual Homecoming Picnic. Classes of 1984, and 1959 will celebrate their class reunions. For more
information, contact Lillian 815-726-3521 or Mary 815-436-4252.

Saturday: 4-7pm Spaghetti Dinner, tickets sold at door Entertainment 2-5pm Too Loud Polka Band
Bean Bag Tournament in the afternoon. 6-10pm Take 5

Sunday: 11:30 Mass at the Grotto Entertainment The Koncar Band
12-3pm Pork Dinner, tickets sold at door Bob Doszak

Harvest Moon

Sunday July 26, 10 am- 10 pm, st. Joseph School will hold its Annual PTO Picnic.

9 AM Car Show Registration 2 pm - 5pm — Polka Band to be announced
10am-10pm Food and Bar open 6pm-10pm Stalker

12 pm- 8pm Children’s Games

2pm - 8pm Bingo

For more information, please call the school’s office at 815-722-1005 or visit the website www.stjosephschooljo liet.com.

A full list of picnic events at St. Joseph Parish P ark can be found at www.stjosephschooljoliet.com.

Calendar of School Events 2009-2010

Sun. June 21 — Nailer Fund Annual Picnic  at St. Joe’s Park 2pm-9pm

Sun. July 27 — St. Joseph School Annual PTO Picnic @ St. Joe’s Park 10 am- 10 pm

Tues. Aug. 25 — First Day of School

Oct. 16 &17 — Resale Sale, Friday 6pm-9pm, Sat. 8am-12pm At St. Joseph Park (formally held at St. Ray’s)

Sat. Nov. 7— Cash Bash @ St. Joseph Park. Fundraiser for St. Joe’s School in partnership with the Joliet Noon Lion’s
Club. More information to follow in the next newsletter and on the school’s website.

Jan. 31, 2010 - Catholic School's Week Celebration and St. Joseph School’s Annual
Open House, this year’s theme will be “Catholic Schools - Dividends for Life”.
Open Registration for the 2010-2011 School Year begins!




Meet the 2008-09
Faculty and Staff of
St. Joseph School

David Spesia
Principal
dspesia@hotmail.com

Judy Halsne
School Secretary
stjoseph50@hotmail.com

Cherie Gimbel
8th Grade, JH Social Studies
eighthgradestjoes@hotmail.com

Fr. Tim Andres, O. Carm.,

7th Grade, JH Math
seventhgradestjoes@hotmail.com

Mary Jane Burns
6th Grade, JH English
sixthgradestjoes@hotmail.com

Debbie Teague
5th Grade, JH Science
fifthgradestjoes@hotmail.com

Sister Mary Agnes
4th Grade
fourthgradestjoes@hotmail.com

Debra Orive
3rd Grade
thirdgradestjoes@hotmail.com

Sue Barello
2nd Grade

secondgradestjoes@hotmail.com

Cheryl Huff
1st Grade
firstgradestjoes@hotmail.com

Stephanie Soliman

Kindergarten
kindergartenstjoes@hotmail.com

Jamie Racki
Pre-Kindergarten
prekstjoes@hotmail.com

Betsy Dudek,
Computers
computers2stjoes@hotmail.com

Julie Mayer,
Computers
computerstjoes@hotmail.com

Lynn Wartenberg
Admin. Assistant

Donna Cwudzinski
Gym
gymstjoes@hotmail.com

Tina Dodge
Librarian
librarystjoes@hotmail.com

Ginger Dudek

Director of Development
developmentstjoes@hotmail.com




What are our Alumni Doing Now??

Would you like your information to appear in our next SJS Alumni E-Newsletter? Please email Ginger Dudek at
developmentstjoes@hotmail.com. The following should be included: Name (include maiden), Year of Graduation,
Spouses Name, Address, E-mail, and your News. Contact information will not be given out or shared.

Births_ No updates at this time.

Weddings & Engagements \
Jamie Racki (Staff) will be marring Calvin Jensen in July 2009. U )
Anniversaries ) J\f X

James and Lois (Fandak) Hennings ('55) Will be celebrating their 50" Wedding Anniversary in August 2009.

Life Updates

Jeannette (Kraus) Just ('54) enjoyed attending the 50-year class reunion in 2004 meeting up with everyone
and find out about their lives and families. My husband and | moved to lowa City, Tallahassee FI, Lexington
KY, Bern Switzerland, then finally on to Atlanta Georgia, were they are ‘retired’ grandparents to 8
grandchildren. She wishes SJS well for the future.

Ray Soliman ('71) was elected Mayor of the City of Crest Hill May 4th, 2009. He previously served as
Alderman for Ward 1 in the City of Crest Hill for 16 years (1993-2009). Ray's oldest daughter Stephanie is
the current Kindergarten teacher at St. Joseph's School.

Lynn (Hennings) Wartenberg (attended 1970-1975) currently works at St. Joe’s School as an administrative
assistant. She has 5 children — Angie, Laura, Gina '04, David '08, and Christina '12 . She has been happily
married to her husband Chester for 27 years.

Nancy Todorovich Ferencik (‘80), Works for the Diocese of Joliet as Administrative Assistant for the Youth,
Young Adult and Campus Ministry Offices. Married to Mark Ferencik for 13 years with a beautiful daughter,
Lauren 12 at SJS. Long tradition of the Todorovich family attending St. Joseph School dating back to
grandparents, parent (my father), sister, brother, nieces and now my own daughter. | wouldn't have my
daughter anywhere else!

Art Kraus ('82), works for Kraus Cable TV, our family owned cable, internet and VOIP phone company.
Married to the most dynamic, outstanding and compassionate woman on earth, and SJS School Board
President — Joyce. They have 3 beautiful, 5" generation SJS students: Jack ‘13, Joe '17, and Emily '19 . I'd
like to retire someday, when his wife will support him!

Bridgette J. Sinegar (’89), currently holds a B.S. in Biology and a minor in Psychology. She is married and
has a son, Isaiah '14 , currently attending SJS.

Deaths/In Memoriam _ No updates at this time

Prayer Request: Every morning the students of SJS assemble in the lower hall of the school for morning
announcements and prayer. We pray for our families, alumni, and parishioners and especially for those who have no one
to pray for them. Please pray with us, and if you would like to have your intentions included, we encourage you to e-mail
your prayer requests to stjoseph50@hotmail.com or call the school at 815-722-1005. Thank you.

For Alexis Lopez and her return to good health,

For Bishop Roger Kaffer and Fr. George Klepec,

For the Alumni and Parishioners of St. Joseph,

For our Graduates. May God continue to bless them as they continue their education beyond St. Joseph School,

For Carolyn Grady,

For the special intentions of Jennifer, blessings of a return to health and the strength needed to see her through,

For Mr. Doug Spesia, father of our Principal, Mr. Spesia,

For the Halsne family intentions,

For those facing economic struggles,

For the unborn, the aged, and all of those whose voices need to be heard,

For those who have no one else to pray for them,

We pray for all those serving in the armed forces especially Jason and Amy Teague, Tony Golf, Stephen Golf,
and Anthony Cole Oddo.

We pray for peace.




